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Phonology in Hangul word processing;
Evidence from a picture-word task

Kwonsaeng Park

Department of Psychology, Keimyung University

Using a picrure-word task, three experiments were run to test the hypothesis that phonological codes are
mandatorily or automatically assembled in processing words printed in Hangul, the Korean writing system.
While word distractors that are not related to the picture names produced a strong interference effecr,
non-word distractors that sound the same/similar as/to the picture name produced a significane facilitation
effect, suggesting thar phonological codes are automatically assembled in Hangul word perception. However,
non-word distractors that are spelled similar to but pronounced differently from the picture names produced a
even stronger facilitation effect than the pseudohomphones, suggesting that orthographic codes also play
signigicant role in Hangul word recognition. The results were discussed with respect to the possible role of
phonological and orthographic codes in processing Hangul words.

Keywords Hangul word recognition, picture-word task, phonological code
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