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Effects of association strength on thematic

and taxonomic classifications

Kyung Soo Do Juhwa Park

Department of Psychology, Sungkyunkwan University

Two experiments were conducted to investigate the possibility that the results of Lin &
Murphy's(2001) experiments, which reported that adults did classify thematically, were due to
differences in association strength between the target and the two candidates for classification.
Their results were replicated in Experiment 1. However, the association strength between the
target and the two candidates were different, and the differences in association strength were
correlated with the degree of thematic classification in Experiment 1. Two candidates that were
equally strongly associated with the target were used in Experiment 2. Participants in Experiment
2 strongly preferred the raxonomically related candidates to the thematically related candidates.

Possible processing models for the classification task were considered.

Key Words themaic classification, taxonomic classification, association
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