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The Role of Phonology in Accessing Word Meaning:

Evidence from Semantic Categorization of Hangul Words
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The role of phonology in reading words printed in Hangul was examined in two experiments,
False positive error rates and response time to homophone and pseudohomophone foils were
compared with their spelling controls in a semantic categorization task. In each of two
experiments, false positive error rates to homonphone foils were higher than those to their
controls; however, false positive error rates to pseudohomophone foils were not. "No" Response
time to word foils (homophone foils and their controls) was longer than "No" response time to
nonword foils (pseudohomophone foils and their controls). These results suggest 1) that words
and nonwords are processed differently, 2) that orthography rather than phonology is the major
source of constraint in accessing the meaning of words written in Hangul, and 3) that Hangul

word reading is best explained in terms of dual-route models.
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