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1. o}3 A FAHFEH: It is some possibility that
Labour will remain in power after the parliamentary
election this fall, because...

2. o]3lA BAHFEH: It is quite uncertain that
Labour will remain in power after the parliamentary
election this fall, because...

3. #2]& FAHEA: It is a probability of about
30% that Labour will remain in power after the
parliamentary election this fall, because...

4. 58] BAFEH: It is a probability of about
30% that Labour will resign after the parliamentary

election this fall, because...
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The Korean Journal of Experimental Psychology
2003, Vol. 15, No. 2, 161 - 179

The effects of differences in perceived directionality
between modes of expressing uncertainty on choice:

- Numerical vs. verbal description

Sowon Ahn Kyung Soo Do

Department of Psychology, Sungkyunkwan University

The present study was intended to examine whether differences in the perceived directionality between two
modes of expressing uncertainty (verbally or numerically) had effects on choice tasks. Previous studies showed
that verbal expressions such as 'it is possible to rain' led people to mainly consider an event explicitly
mentioned, whereas numeric expressions such as 'there is a 30% of probability to rain' led people to consider
alternative events (a possibilicy of no rain or good weather) as well. Based on these results, it was predicted
that framing effects would be larger or more frequent when uncertainty is verbally described than numerically
expressed. Expression mode and frame were manipulated in two domains (health/date) in Experiment 1. The
option of action was chosen more frequently in health problems, especially when the frame was negative. In
Experiment 2, the domain of weather was used and expression mode, frame, and focus(occurrence/
non-occurrence) were manipulated. As predicted, framing effect occurred only when uncertainty was expressed

verbally. Factors affecting perception of uncertainty including expression mode were discussed.
keywords uncertainty, expression mode, linguistic probability, numerical probability, framing effect

1 b -84 - 2003, 4. 28
2 29 - 2003, 6. 13.
HEANEA : 2003. 6. 17.
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