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The effect of distractors upon the conscious

representation of the target property

Jooyong Park Jeounghoon Kim
Department of Education, School of Humanities & Social Science,
Sejong University KAIST

It has been claimed by Prinzmetal et al. (1998) that the phenomenal vividness of an attended
object resulted from the reduced variability of percepts, not from a representational change.
Using a compound stimulus, however, Kim and Park (2002) recently found that, contrary to
Prinzmetal et al., the change in the degree of attention accompanies a mean shift as well as
the reduced variability of response. The present study examined the phenomenoclogy of attention
in a selective attention task with distractors around a target. Again, we found the same pattern
of result with Kim & Park: Increase in attention resulted in the reduction of the mean error
and the response variability. The implication of the result on the phenomenology of attention

was discussed.

Keywords selective attention, phenomenology of attention, response variability
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