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Priming effects in face and facial expression

recognition

Jachyun Han Min-Shik Kim Chan-Sup Chung

Center for Cognitive Science, Yonsei University

We measured the priming effects in face and facial expression recognition to examine if they
are processed in separate channels. In facial expression recognition, the response times were
found to be delayed when different faces with the same facial expressions were presented as
the prime and the target. On the other hand, in face recognition, the latencies were affected
by the expressions of the primes. Particularly, identical expressions in the paired faces
shortened response times in identifying them. These results imply that face and facial

expression are not processed in a totally parallel and independent way.

Keywords: face, facial expression, recognition, priming effects
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