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2005, Vol. 17, No. 2, 131-149

The Relationship between Phonological Change
Rules and Phonological Codes
in Hangul Word Recognition

Komatsu Yoshitaka Jung-Oh Kim

Department of Psychology, Seoul National University

Three experiments examined hypotheses regarding a quasi-homophony effect which depends
upon phonological change rules(Komatsu & Kim, 2004). These are a processing load and a
phonological code incompatibility hypothesis. In Experiment 1, the quasi-homophony effect
was observed. In Experiment 2, the quasi-homophony effect was replicated when a secondary
oral report required capacity for a spelling check process. In Experiment 3, quasi-homophone
foils in an underlying form were presented as target words whereas they were presented in a
surface form in Experiment 1 and 2. The same quasi-homophony effect was again observed
despite of a reversed phonological relationship between category exemplars and a target word.
Taken together, these results are consistent with the phonological code incompatibility

hypothesis.
Keywords: Hangul, visual word recognition, phonological codes, phonology-mediating pathway, phonological

change rules, processing load hypothesis, phonological code incompatibility hypothesis, underlying

Jorm, surface form
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