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Does A Circle Make A Good Form?

ChangHo Park

Department of Psychology, Chonbuk National University

Perceptual organization is one of major issues raised over a number of phenomena in form perception.
Gestalt psychologists thought that the principle of Prignanz governed perceptual organization, and people
could perceive as good forms as possible under the given circumstances. A circle had been mentioned as
an example of good forms by them. This study questioned whether a circle is indeed a good form.
Concerning this question, major theories of form perception were examined and some experimental studies
were also reviewed. In conclusion, circles appear to be simple and good forms, but not to be well
processed perceptually. This inconsistency could be resolved by distinguishing the organization in perceptual
information processing from the organization of percepts. This study argued that these two aspects of

organization would be distinct and contribute to perception in different ways.

Key words : Perceptual organization, circle, principle of Prégnanz, good form, figural goodness
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