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The Effect of Information Status of Noun Phrase
on Korean Sentence Reading: An Eye-tracking Study

Yoonhyoung Lee Nayoung Kwon

Catholic University of Daegu Nanyang Technological University

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effect of the noun phrase(NP) characteristics during
on-line sentence processing. The present study focused on the effect of the association between the type of
the NPs and the syntactic position as well as the effect of the similarity of the NPs during on-line
sentence processing. To do so, we measured eye-movements during the reading of sentences with
scrambled subject-modifying subject-relative clauses. The type of the two critical NPs was varied as names
or descriptive nouns. Results showed that when more prominent NPs(names) were in a more prominent
syntactic position, shorter reading times were observed in various eye-tracking measures. The opposite
pattern of results were observed when the names were in a less prominent syntactic position. Also, a
shorter gaze duration was observed in a matrix subject position when the two critical NPs were of the
same type compared to when they were of different types. These results suggest that, during the sentence

comprehension, the understanding of sentences is influenced by the information status of the noun phrases.

Key words : Korean sentence processing, Noun phrase, On-line processing, Eye-tracking
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