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The Effects of Real World Knowledge and Case-markers
on Semantic Relation Processing during Korean Sentence Reading:
An Eye-tracking Study

Soyoung Choi Sungryong Koh
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This study investigated whether real world knowledge and case markers have any effect on on-line
thematic relation processing in Korean. To examine the effects of pragmatic information among arguments
and case markers on the anticipation of thematic relation, we ran two eye-movement experiments. In both
experiments, four versions of a sentence which ended with the verb “badatta” (means ‘receive’) were
constructed with two types of case markers and two types of objects. In Experiment 1, there were
significant main effects of the bias of object and type of case marker in total and go-past reading times
at the verb position: participants read the verb more quickly when the biased object or case marker
“aegesco” appeared in the clause. In Experiment 2, semantic bias among arguments was more
strengthened by introducing the situational contexts. The reading time results of Experiment 2 were
similar to those of Experiment 1. Furthermore, there was significant interaction on number of fixations.
This study indicates that information about thematic relation is computed and can be used immediately in

on-line sentence comprehension with the Korean language.

Key words : sentence processing, thematic vole, eye movement, world knowledge, case marker

- 105 -



