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The Effect of Negative Emotional valence of Distinctiveness

and associative strength on Retrieval-Induced Forgetting

Yoonjae Jung

Department of Psychology, Catholic University

The present study is designed to investigate the effect of negative emotion and semantic associative
strength on retrieval-induced forgetting(RIF). Experimentl was designed to explore to cause of RIF and to
construct a association strength list. For these ends, Anderson(1994) study was replicated. An association
strength list was devised to strong - strong(SS)condition and strong - weak(SW)condition, weak - strong
(WS) conditions and weak - weak(WW) condition. RIF was observed in strong - strong(SS)condition and
strong - weak(SW)condition. Experiment2 was designed to ascertain the distinctiveness of emotion, as well
as emotionality in the RIF. Experiment2 was planned to ascertain how varied the emotions. An association
strength list was devised to strong - strong(SS)condition and strong - weak(SW)condition, weak - strong
(WS) conditions and weak - weak(WW) condition. Emotional valence was placed in all the category list

or in the Rp- list. RIF was observed in strong - strong(SS)condition in all the category list condition.

And RIF was not observed in all condition in the Rp- list condition.

Key words : retrieval induced forgetting, RIF, inbibition, negative emotion, emotionality, distinctiveness
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