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The Implicit Causality Effect Observed in Korean

Interpersonal Verbs Does not Require Causal Connective

Jiae Kim Kwonsaeng Park

Department of Psychology, Keimyung University

Two experiments were conducted to exclude the possibility that the implicit causality effect observed in
Park’s (2009, Experiment 2) study reflect the influence of the connective (k) that was used to
indicate the coherence relation between the two critical sentences in the stimulus texts. Experiment 1
replicated the results of Park’s Experiment 2, showing that the implicit causality effect is a robust
phenomenon. In Experiment 2 of this study we used the same stimulus material that was used in
Experiment 1 except for that the connective (N F3H) and the accompanying word (W Eolth were
eliminated. We found almost the same result as that of Experiment 1. These results indicate that the
implicit causality effect observed in both this and Park’s study do not reflect the influence of connective
but the influence of special properties of some interpersonal verbs. The results were discussed in terms of

three different theories.

Key words : impliat causality effect, discourse comprehension, causal connective, mental representation, coherence relation
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