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The Morphological Processing of Korean Compound Words with Saisios
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Department of Psychology, Yeungnam University

An experiment was conducted to examine the morphological processing in visual recognition of Korean
compound words with saisios. Saisios is one single consonant inserted between constituent morphemes of a
compound when a phonological change takes place for the compound. Using the constituent priming method,
for each trial, either the first constituent morpheme or an unrelated word was presented masked prior to the
presentation of a compound target. The results showed no priming effects for bisyllabic compounds, but
significant priming effects for trisyllabic compounds irrespective of whether the saisios was removed from the
prime or not. Based on the results, the role of morphology in the representation and processing of Korean

compound words was discussed.
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o[A] ZolH7] ojH¥th il AgolF]
At JE7E oA ®AE] leA O
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o Zol2 =lileA] Tl g A7 &
W3- CHFrost, 2012; Grainger, 2008 H.2h. W&
g A/d o1 %1 F (mental lexicon)ell FERL7} oF
| F4E A=A, T ARlE A FH
2 EE7h QA ofgAl LdojuteA] ol tig
A= 716l S Bertram, Hyoni, & Laine,
2011; Grainger, 2008;
Rueckl, Carreiras, & Frost, 2013S H.2}).
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Ho]F(Jarema, 2006; Libben, 2006; Rastle &

Davis, 2008). frAkgH Z#7F F=ol(el & 9,
Zhou, Marslen-Wilson, Taft, & Shu, 1999)2} &
ol & EH, Joyce, 2004 ToNAE E1E3
}.
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gl ohleh 284 BYUL AASE F

SFTH(Chae, 2002; Yang, 2011).
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Table 1. Design and Sample Stimuli for Experiment
Prime Type
Word Length Target
Saisios-Preserved Saisios-Removed Unrelated
Bisyllabic A 7 2 N
Trisyllabic 3l 4 B FE
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Table 2. Mean Lexical Decision Times (msec) and Percentage Errors as a Function of Word

Length and Prime Type

Prime Type
Word Saisios- Saisios-
Unrelated Total
Length Preserved Removed
RT %E RT %E RT %E RT %E
o 700 5.1 704 5.6 713 5.6 706 5.4
Bisyllabic
(109) .1 (103) (7.3) o7 (8.0) (102) 8.1
. . 539 3.6 527 2.7 563 5.0 543 3.8
Trisyllabic
(75) (4.4) (85) 4.2) (71) (6.1) (78) (5.0)

Note: RT = Response time, %E = Error rate. Standard deviations are shown in parentheses.
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