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Iconicity of Korean Sign Language and

“Tip of the Fingers” Experiences”
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Signed languages are generally more dominant in visual modality than spoken languages. This study (N=29) examined whether

the “tip of the fingers (TOF)” phenomenon

for sign language would parallel to the “tip of the tongue (TOT)” phenomenon

for spoken language. TOF occurred among Korean signers, and specifically, Korean signers were more likely to retrieve a target

sign’s hand shape, location and orientation than to retrieve its movement. The existence of TOFs supported a separation between

semantic and phonological representations in Korean Sign Language. The link between meaning and phonology was activated

automatically for high iconic properties of a sign. These results were consistent with those of previous research on American

Sign Language.
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water (drink)

airplane

cry pretty

Figure 1. Iconic and non-iconic Korean sign language signs (adapted from Korean Sign Language dictionary (2016)). (a) airplane,

iconically depicting the wings of an airplane and it's movement, (b) water, depicting the action—based feature of water—drinking, (c)

cry, depicting perceptual features of dropping tears and (d) pretty, a non-iconic sign depicting no perceptual features of the word
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Table 1. Mean of iconicity and familiarity of items used in Study

Items Iconicity Familiarity
Hell 5.12 (32) 1.23 (.69)
Mexico 5.06 (11 145 (1.21)
Shaman 5.50 (.78) 1.68 (1.49)
Maeju 5.12 (.96) 2.01 (1.34)
Egypt 5.86 (1.31) 1.89 (67)
Suwon 6.12 (32) 1.92 (.86)
Turtle 6.30 (1.02) 2.23 (94
Israel 1.21 (.68) 1.18 (.90)
Nigeria 1.02 (1.12) 1.02 (.98)
Baekdusan 1.67 (1.08) 1.67 (79)
Heaven 1.93 (1.21) 1.93 (1.01)
Incheon 1.39 (.78) 2.37 (1.23)
Priest 1.68 (3D 1.68 (11)
Jeonju 1.32 (39) 1.32 (39)

Note. Standard deviations are in parentheses.
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AR, ] opsds 9 fspdoelo] A
gt TOF7F o2 Yet=A& $3tt 455 7|Hes
wAstg o, 1 Adl= ohgat Zrh

£

APe o, AXE F 14719 BATo] FoA B 2.07
el ©ol(14.7%)°14 TOF7F Uebgtt. Sahdo]o] =AM
o] &2 Woj(M = 52, SD = 94 ZAAo] v Tl
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S AA et £28) = -4.98, p < .001. A7 &
ZIRA ARAA T HuAellN BET fskaAnTt
=245 TOF 3147 o AA dehts Zo] TE=d,
29) = 45, p C Ol B3 24 B =8, 44
39 x 2T $ESHE 52 FIGHUR )] vy
27 WgEdor BAgh Any mA4ge Fadrt fost
Ack, A1, 27) = 4734, p < .001, n’ = .63. &AL
Fame}, Al, 27) = 27.11, p < .001, n’ = .50, A4
2 FSRRAL o] F4eAgant 94 folstith, Al, 27)
=29.33, p (.001, n’ = .52. EUHE rtest A}, A
/go] e golofie FetaALst E2 Hdo] TOFW =
64, SD = 1.54)7} Felsddnrt W fHdo] TOF(WM =
2.60, SD = S0)Ett folstA Wttt A27) = -8.41, p <
001, §Hd T/dgo] &2 "ol foksdire] o2 2
o7} folskAl skt (27) = -1.51, p = .12. o] Anpe
2 AFolA &g Azt Zo] EAC] w&4E onjet &
29 AH5A AZo] oA, sz w2t TOFS] 2jo]
7b vz okAuh, midAdo] UESaE onjet S0 A4
o] oFfHA FakEAETE TOF| A 718 7Feis B

N

o] TOF(M = 340, SD = 1.27)Ech §2J5H4 ottt
{27) = 521, p < .001. =3 34 5F0] Fauk §9
ek, A3, 81) = 5.08, p < .05, n = .16. 84 434

Table 2. Mean frequency rates of incorrect guesses and no
parameter reports (per participant) during tip—of-the—fingers
states)

Parameter Mean frequency rates
Handshape 12 (32)
Location .06 (11)
Orientation .06 (11)
Movement .32 (39)

Note. Standard deviations are in parentheses. * p < .05
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BH S3l0] EAMO| (2 TOF 34t

2 A7 5L g4l AFollA mEH Odﬂﬂ E4o] = S8HKorean sign language) A= UER=AE ASdh=

= o= ALH7] gizel, FRAHAA ApEtE FAo] Uehth=AE SIS
Bz} gtk 59 7R 299e gifos SA4%dole] ‘8o MEl @AY (TOT: tip of the tongue)T} Zo] F3jollAe o
o7} ‘&2l Wk @A (TOF: tip of the fingers)o] YEIH=AE AFSIT 1 A3 Sl TOFF BaEglon,
ForarERY, A4, ¥ FAWe w2t TOFF th2A Yehs o] Bawgint. Eet dlgo]o] eifdo] oot
TOF7} AA| UehtA, saltole] ojmje S2-0] ddo] Aekps aajtto]o] &} Haof| ofgfzo] Hojd 742 Ko
Tk g aegloflA TOF7E Bae 212 3= falollAd ojnje ggo] FEso] 4de HojFH, o] i v= 43}
(American Sign Language)®] A7+ A7tete G|y,

rm

san

FHIO: o), pokh, =AY, S0 ke Y, oS
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