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John went to the store and he bought a quart of milk.
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Ann predicted that Pam would lose the track race, but
she came in first very easily.
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Comprehension Skill and the Efficiency of
Suppression Mechanism in Anaphoric Reference

Sun-Joo Kim and Mahn-Young Lee
Department of Psychology, Korea University

We investigated whether individuals who differ in comprehension skill have differences in the the efficiency of their
suppression mechanism in anaphoric reference. In experiment 1, using the probe recognition task, it was found that while
more skilled comprehenders responded slower to the inappropriate referents of anaphors compared to the appropriate
referents in the presence of context, less skilled comprehenders did not respond slower, suggesting that less skilled
comprehender did not suppress the context-inappropriate referents. In experiment 2, using the context verification task, it
was found that less skilled comprehenders reject less efficiently the inappropriate referents. These results support the
hypothesis of Gemnsbacher (1988) that less skilled comprehenders have less efficient suppression mechanism.





