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Phonological rules in oral reading of Korean

Kwang-Oh Yi

Department of Psychology, Yeungnam University

Four experiments were conducted to examine the role of phonological rules in Korean word recognition. Regular and
irregular Hangul strings were employed. There was strict grapheme-phoneme correspondence in the regular strings. But
pronunciation of irregular strings could not be computed by using grapheme-phoneme correspondence. In Experiment 1 and
2, naming times for irregular words and nonwords were shorter than for appropriate controls. But this effect was restricted
to lower frequency words and nonwords. The result indicates psychological reality of phonological rules in Korean. In
Experiment 3, naming times for pseudohomophones were shorter than for controls. The result indicates phonologically
mediated lexical-access route in Korean. In Experiment 4 using a lexical decision task, the regularity effects were also
found for lower frequency words, but pseudchomophone effects were not found. These results are discussed in terms of
their implications for dual route model.
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