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face /fe/~/%/ fear /fe/-/v/
fect /fe/-1/ feather /ffe/~/o/
fade [e/~/t/ file /e/-/o/
faint /e/~/t/ film /e/~/o/
fair /te/=/%/ fin /ffe/~/v/
fort /o/~/t/ fine [fo/~/p/
fake /e/-// firm /e/~/v/
fall [fer/-/t/ fish /fer/~/v/
fan /ta/~/t/ flag /ta/-/v/
far /ta/~/1/ flat /fa/~/v/
fare /ta/-/t/ fill fa/~/v/
farm /a/-// fry /fa/~/o/
fast /e/-11/ fool /te/-/o/
fasten Me/=/1/ foot fe/~/o/
fat /te/~/1/ folk fe/~/v/
faff [fe/-/1/ fur fe/~/v/
fain /fel~/t/ furinel /fe/~/v/
farce /fa/-/t/ funk fa/~/o/
feeble /G/-/t/ fume /-
fender /fe/-/1/ frow [fe/~/o/
feral /fe/~/t/ fret /fe/~/o/
ferm fer/~/t/ freak /fer/-/v/
fetch /te/-// fray fe/~/v/
fetid [te/-/t/ fraid /fe/~/v/
feud few/~/t/ fortis few/~/o/
fiddle /fi/-/1/ forid M/~
fig /-7t foe /6/-/o/
filthy JE/-/5/ folio /-
fizz /-1 flush /-1
flab te/-/1/ flop fe/~/v/
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Interference Effect of Lexical Processing on Perception

of the Nommative Speech Sound Features

Yunkyung Shin & Kichun Nam

Depariment of Psychology, Korea University

The cument study was planned to examine the source of difficulties in English speech perception in
Koreans: the question is to determine whether perception difficulties in nommative speech sounds occur
doe to the detection processing of the acoustic features or due to the mapping processing from
acoustic features to phonological representations. Many previous studies reported that young infants can
perceive the nonnative sound features, but after acquiring the native language, adulis became insensitive
io the nonmative sounds. However, other smdies showed that adulis having difficulty in perceiving the
nonnative speech sounds could discriminate different acoustic features not existing in the native
language and their perceiving ability improved after practice in perceiving the nonnative speech sounds.
In this study, subjects were asked to decide whether the initial sounds of two stimulus sounds were
same or not. Two sound stimuli were presented consecutively and the standard stimulus preceded the
prove stimulus. In one condition(or lexical context condition), the preceding stimulus was a word. And
in the other condition(or non-linguistic condition), that stimulus was a syllable length sound. In both
conditions, the probe siimulus was a phoneme length sound. We reasoned that if Korean subjects’
difficalty i perceiving English sounds comes from the incorrect mapping from the acoustic features of
English sounds to the phonological representation and if the phonological represemtation in mental
lexicon for English words is based on the Korean phonology structure, Korean subjects would perform
this discrimination task better in the nown-linguistic condition than in the linguistic condition. The resuit
showed that in the linguistic condition subjects made more errors and slower reaction time than in the
non-linguistic condition. And this result indicates that Korean subjects’ difficulty in perceiving English
sounds occurs due to the incorrect mapping from the acoustic features of English sounds to the

phonological representation.
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