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Abstract

(Im)Mobility as Dispositif and its Representations
— Mobility-Based Textual Research Method Centered on Mobility and Foucault

Kim, Na-Hyun(Yonsei University)

The purpose of this study is to review the mobility-based textual research methods
raised in Mobility and Foucault and apply them to textual analysis. This book
contains seven articles applying Foucault’s terms to mobility studies, giving intellectual
stimulation to both studies.

Since Foucault examined discipline power operated through the technology of
distinguishing between rational/irrational and normal/abnormal, his works seem to a
study of closed spaces like prisons. However, the authors of this book note that
Foucault's works already had sufficient insight on mobility, and them actively
incorporated it into mobility study, When we concentrate Foucaults works on
mobility as a governmentality and a dispositif, the tension and dynamics between
mobility and immobility are emphasized. And then it is possible to cross the simple
dichotomy in mobility studies, This paper analyzes Kim Joong-hyuk’s short story
1E/BI by applying this method. This story describes a building manager who seems
to be fixed in a building, but the mobility of him in the story goes through
stereotypes and creates new spaces. Kim Hye-in's short stories also represent
mobility that cannot move and hesitates, These stories are important in that they
show the mobility as a dispositif that constitutes the subject. When referring to the
achievements of Mobility and Foucault, we read this narrative again by paying
attention to the dynamics of mobility and immobility in the text.

The significance of this paper is that it expands mobility-based textual research
anew. While text analysis applying mobility study was usually focused on clearly
mobile narratives such as travel statements and diaspora narratives, Mobility and
Foucault drives new textual research by paying attention to the relationship between
power and mobility, mobility and immobility dynamics. Therefore, this paper is

significant in confirming the new meaning of the text revealed when paying attention
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to the representation of mobility in the narrative that no one seems to be mobile,

and seeking to expand the mobility-based textual research method.

(Keywords: mobility, immobility, Michel Foucault, governmentality, dispositif,
Kim Joong-hyuk, 7f/B7, Kim Hye-jin, representation of mobility)
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