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Abstract

Representations of Scientists in Contemporary Korean Science
Fiction
- Centered on the novels of Kim Cho-yeop, Shim Nae-ul, and

Jung Bo-ra

Hong, Duck Gu(POSTECH)

Science fiction is a genre that deals with science and technology, so it's
only natural that it's interested in the way science and technology exist and
are implemented in the real world. Scientific researchers and scientific
research organizations are common subjects in contemporary Korean
science fiction. The purpose of this article is to examine the representation
of scientists in the science fiction novels of Kim, Cho-yeop(#%%), Shim,
Nae-ul(314&), and Jung, Bo-ra(3} 22}, and to analyze the ways in which
contemporary Korean science fiction deconstructs the mythical
representation of scientists and the illusion of scientific objectivity.

Kim Cho-yeop, a well-known writer with a background in science and
technology, frequently features female scientists in her novels. The female
scientists in Kim Cho-yeop’s novels are both the cause and the solution of
events, and they are also confident subjects who do not doubt the
possibility of self-perfection and solidarity through science.

On the other hand, the scientific researchers/scientists in Shim, Nae-ul's
novels are swept unwittingly into a mega-narrative in which dominated by
the logic of capital and power, and in the process, they creates huge
unintended effects. Shim, Nae-ul memeizes this always anxious aspect of
the scientist’s existence.

In the case of Jung, Bo-ra’s novels, it cynically recreates the problem of
Marx’s ‘alienation of man by man’, which is repeated in the world of

science, the most sophisticated artisan of knowledge labor, even in late
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capitalist societies.

(Keywords: Science Fiction, Representations of Scientists, Kim Cho-yeop,
Shim Nae-ul, Jung Bo-ra)
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