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Abstract

Ecotechne Dystopia and the Otherness of Biopolitics

Focusing on Chun Sun-ran's Moss Forest

Oh Younho(Ewha Womans University)

This paper named the underground city created in response to a climate
disaster in Chun Sun-ran's 7he Mossy Forest as an ecotechne city,
examines the bio-politics controlling it, and tries to find the meaning of
the technological adaptation and resistance that the city's citizens,
especially the youth. In the process, this paper examines the speculative
fiction features of The Mossy Forest and the conditions and possibilities of
ecotechnological criticism of Korean science fiction in the 21st century.

The land recreated in The Mossy Forest is a climate-damaged nature, a
paradise lost to humanity, and the underground city is humanity's only
refuge in the midst of the climate catastrophe. The underground city is a
biopolitical space planned and controlled by technological capitalism. In
this city, only children selected for birth control are born and raised, and
they live in the underground city and ‘work to buy VA2X, which makes
them not crazy. Here, people who injure themselves in labor can be
replaced with the body of a pre-made clone, and people can buy a human
voice and make it the voice of their avatar.

In this environment, the citizens of this underground city go on a labor
strike, and six young people try to adapt to the city's "artificial paradise"
through their own solidarity and love. But their love is thwarted by the
city's violent biopolitics. Soma escapes the dystopian underground city
with Yuo's clone and reaches the mossy forest, exposing the violence
implicit in the bio-politics of the underground city.

Starting from the problem of "how to survive after the climate

catastrophe?”, The Mossy Forest reconceptualizes the above-ground and
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underground city as spaces of biological adaptation and technological
evolution. From a critical gaze on humanity, which has been turned into a
capitalized and objectified other by the politics of life, this paper can
discover the speculative fiction features of 21st century Korean science

fiction.

(Keywords: Climate Science Fiction, Eco-Techne, Chun Sun-ran, Dystopia,
Evolutionary Theory, Technological Adaptation)
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