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Abstract

The popular art nature of 'female' theatre in early, mid-1990s

Lee, Young-Mee

The subject of this paper is the so-called female theatre which dominated the
local theatre scene in early and mid-1990s. The plays belonging to this category
did exceptionally well in the box offices, became a phenomenon and the nacure of
this phenomenon will be also analysed in the paper. And it will look into other
plays in which the planners' and the artists' feministic views were more prominent
and where those plays stood in the phenomenon.

I[n 1986, theatre company Sanwoollim had a series of successful runs of "A
Woman in Crisis" and for years it was in the company's repertory. After that, the
so-called female plays had hundreds of long runs and their successes were
unprecedented in the history of the Korean theatre.

One can not explain the female theatre of this period by simply saying its
creators or producers were women or its themes were feminist. The main power
behind its successes were women audiences and star actresses who were obscure
previously in the theatre scene. In this regard, the phenomenon should be rather
viewed as a part of the emerging popular art phenomenon which ate into the

center of the theatre. So, the stereotyping which many critics pointed out female



theatre's limit was not, in fact, its limit but its substance. Thanks to economic
growth and expansion of educational opportunity among women, they could
afford to think positively about their own existence and desires, and at this
moment, popular art finally emerged. However, the feminist theatre of this period
didn't make more progress and failed to express more advanced awareness of
feminism.

Due to such nature of the female theatre, when it comes to the value of the plays
belonging to that trend, they were excluded from the feminist theatre category
and often misunderstood in the theatre scene. Women audiences who brought its
boom weren't interested in plays which went beyond their popular art desires and
in some cases, opportunistic theatre professionals misinterpreted feminist plays.

Among this trend, Feminist Artist Network's A Room of One's Own(1982) was
outstanding as it pointed out the limit of feminist theatre of this period and
pursued 'serious feminism theatre'. In terms of subject, those plays were different
from 'female theatre' led by Sanwoollim, made a significant achievement in
feminist theatre. And their successes contributed to the expansion of the female
theatre boom from the middle-class housewives of Sanwoollim in Shinchon to
young audiences in Taehak-no. However, they didn't last for long as their
popularity mainly relied on female theatre boom which were more prone to
popular art nature. So, after 1995-96 when popular art theatre boom was over,
they declined as well: they just staged some feminist plays but failed in
accomplishing unique theatrical trend as feminist theatre, contributing to
development of feminism movement by expanding feminist awareness to the mass
and continuing their activity by forming loyal female theatre fans. Without

forming the ground upon which they could keep their activity by joining the
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power of female theatre which grew in the progressive feminism movement in
1980s and progressive groups in the theatre scene, female theatre boom was over.
Feminist Artist Network's plays which emerged during the so-called female
theatre boom, criticizing mainstream female theatre, achieved easy successes
thanks to the boom, contributed to its progresses but didn't really overcome its
limit. In this regard, we can conclude it didn't overcome female theatre's popular

art nature either.

Key Words

female theatre, theatre company Sanwoollim, feminism, popular art, star actresses, Feminist

Artist Network
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