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Abstract

Lee Sun-shin and Renovation of the Hero

Youn, Jin-Heon

Lee Sun-shin have been adored as a national hero after 1970's. We seemed
to get a definite distance from his heroic quality with the passage of 1980's.
According to national needs which owned memory of national heroic
narration in common, Lee Sun-shin have been called again by new hero in
economical crisis from the latter half of the 1990's until now. Kim Tak-whan
and Kim Hun, who studied Lee Sun-shin as a hero in Park Jeong-hee's
autocracy, eliminated 'Park Jeong-hee' from Lee Sun-shin and renovated
"Human Lee Sun-shin' as new heroic form in each [Immortality} and {Poetry
of Sword]l. Lee Sun-shin who was originated by them, however, can not
petfectly new form when we pay due regard modern national hero to visualize
according to need of national ideology. Also their attempt are not according
to author's personal needs and creative passion, but social and national
demand which needs new hero for the new generation.

[Immortal Lee Sun-shin} of KBS was reproduced as the public form of
Dae-ha(CKi) drama by this social demand. This work differ from established

Dae-ha drama in taking complete form which beginning corresponds with



end. It also makes new table of distances to estimate Lee Sun-shin to
reinterpret his heroic quality collectively. In this work, Lee Sun-shin is not
sole hero but becomes a hero with devotion and faithfulness of Jeong Won,
Na Dae-yong, Kweon Jun, and other under officers and men. His heroic
quality does not only begin his personal resources and tactics, but also
constant confidence and support to the men under his command. Out of this
crippled narration arose in {Immortal Lee Sun-shin}l: weakening of women
characters, disappearance of negative characters around Lee Sun-shin, and etc.
Contrary to the first productive intention, antagonists could not escape the
narrow wicked: Won Gyun, Yun Du-su, and Seoin(Pi A\). On the other
hand, this work excluded Park Jeong-hee's shadow from Lee Sun-shin to etch
Seon Jo(Fiill)s negative aspect who was responsible for national
administration at that time. It is the results which is accomplished by the
author's intention.

This work differ from other established works in creating young Lee
Sun-shin as wanderer and combining him fatalistically with Japanese Invasion
of Korea in 1952(FJf&ZEL). It was bright product of author Kim
Tak-whan's historical imagination, and {Immortal Lee Sun-shin} becomes new
foundation to provide Lee Sun-shin as a popular leader. It means that the
twenty-first century do not demand Lee Sun-shin as the Messiah, but as new

leader who derive individual abilities and roles of whole nations.

Key Words

Lee Sun-shin, Immortal Lee Sun-shin, Dae-ha(Ki7) Drama of KBS, the Collective Hero,
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the Popular Leader.
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