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Abstract

(Dis)remembering by Action

- Traumatic compulsion to repeat in the early 2000s Korean Films

Park, Je-cheol

Since the early 2000s, the subjects in Korean society have been suffering
a crisis totally different from the previous one. They tend to push themselves
toward and to remain fixed on self-destructive situation. The shift in the early
2000s Korean films that corresponds to the trend is the emergence of films
(addressing the subjects) that repeat compulsively trauma. This essay is an
attempt to investigate into ethico-political implications involved with the
shift, focusing its attention on Memories of Murder, Oldboy and Turning
Gates.

The traumatic compulsion to repeat is Freud's notion that denotes the
repetitive realization of trauma in present situations. Freud saw the last crisis
of analysis in the compulsion to repeat. He proposed two paths to resolve
it. The one is confirmation of repression; the other is perverse acceptance
of a fixation on drives.

Memories of Murder, although it deals with past events, is different from

a group of late 1990s Korean films absorbed with mourning in the sense
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that it illuminates a compulsively repetitive action that is not reproduced in
memories. The film, however, simply ends by presenting the compulsion to
repeat, without any proper resolution to it. On the contrary, Oldboy and
Turning Gates present their own resolutions as well as repetitions of trauma.
Oldboy attempts to resolve the compulsion to repeat by means of the male
protagonist's desperate actions. This is an attempt to suspend the compulsion
to repeat through confirmation of repression. By contrast, Turning Gates
stands for attempts to accept, but not those to suppress, the fixation on
drives. The subjects apathetic to the compulsion to repeat and disseminative
repetition that makes traumas hackneyed phrases are two evidences that
demonstrate the perversity of the film.

Two paths represented by Oldboy and Turning Gates do not exhaust all
the solutions to the traumatic compulsion to repeat. Both of them, indeed,
share limitations in that they never give a fundamental way to resolve
traumas. Lacan, criticizing them for being masculine, proposes another, that
is, a feminine way to resolve the repetition of trauma. Recent Korean films
tend to end by presenting masculine resolutions to traumatic repetition. We,

then, need to raise ethico-politically critical questions into that trend.

Key Words

compulsion to repeat, trauma, confirmation of repression, acceptation of a fixation on
drives, feminine solution to repetitive trauma, Memories of Murder, Oldboy, Turning

Gates.
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