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Abstract

Colonial Experience and Filmmaking in Post-Liberation Era

Lee, Soon-Jin

This essay examines how the colonial period is represented in Korean films from
1945 to 1950 with emphasis given to the activities of twoprominent filmmakers:
Ch'oe In'gyu and Yun Pongch'un. Cho'e directed several pro-military films as an
acting director of Choson Film Company toward the end of colonial period. Yet,
despite his pro-Japanese background, Ch'oe was able to make "the trilogy of
liberation period" (kwangbok yonghwa) which is widely considered three
examples of cinematic nationalism, and became a very important figure in history
of South Korean cinema. His two films, i.e., "Hurrah! For Freedom" {Chayu
manse} and "The Night before Independence" {Tongnip chonyaldeal with the
nation's history of liberation and establishment of partitioned state government in
the South and clearly acknowledgethe historical significance and inevitability of
these events. Interestingly, the main characters in these films show a considerable
degree of ambivalence and wuncertainty in their actions, reflecting the
contemporaneous malaise of the Korean subject at critical juncture of history.
These films hence set the cinematic terms of troubled male and their defeatism in

Korean cinema, which later repeatedly appears in Choson/Korean cinema.



On the contrary, Yun who had been imprisoned for his involvement in the
March 1st Movement of 1919, became a spokesperson for the rightwing
nationalist group in film world. He was then involved deeply into production of
historical drama films on independence movement. Through films like "Yu
Kwansun," and "The Chronicles of the March 1st Revolution," Yun endeavored to
representthe history of anti-colonial resistance by restaging the March 1st
movement on screen. Because his nationalist credential as well as stature in film
world, his rendition of the colonial past was regarded as trustful and worthy
reflection of the nation's history. This means that Korean cinema has now
acquired and developed the conventions of representational narrative and motifs
on the colonial period. Yun also offered his critical re-interpretation of several
films from the colonial era. In particular, his interpretation of "Arirang" by Na
Un'gyu was crucial for the film's ascendancy into the canon of "resistant
nationalist” films in subsequent years.

However, it should be noted that both Ch'oe and Yun are similar in that their
films strongly speak of the homogeneity of the nation. After making "Hurrah! For
Freedom," Ch'oe once argued that those Korean who lived through the colonial
oppression are all the same for they survived the hardship. Similarly, Yun also
advanced his view on the uniformity of Korean people through his films. In "Yu
Kwansun," Yun's offers the view that even though some may have collaborated
with Japan, people often reacted for the nation's independence in the event like
March 1st movement of 1919. In other words, both filmmakers insisted the
commonality or sameness of the people to eradicate the moral culpability for

collaboration (Ch'oe) or to project the political direction and purpose for South
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Korean society (Yun). These two views are therefore two faces of the same coin;
rendering South Korea's troubled process of decolonization and its equally

troubling view of the colonial past.

Key Words

Japanese colonial rule, post-colonialism, <Yu Kwan-soon>, <Viva Freedom!
(Ja-yumanse)>, Yoon Bong-choon, Choi In-kyu, Na Un-kyu, <Arirang>, South
Korean Film History
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