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Abstract

An Approach to the History of Korean Film Criticism

in the 1950s and 1960s

- The Reception of Neorealism and its Modification in the context of realism in

Korean Cinema

Lee, Sun-joo

In the critical discourses on Korean cinema, its history has been framed
around realist films or auteurist canons. The realist discourse, however, has
lost its explicability in the course of privileging itself, containing too much
heterogeneous discourses within itself, or stifled the multiplicity of the history
of Korean cinema. Occupying a mainstream position in the history of Korean
film criticism, and emerging as a response to the awareness of something
critical in Korean cinema, the realist paradigm tends to function as an
antithesis to ‘the real,’ as an ‘objer petit a’ that is a cause of the desire of
film critics. This essay attempts to elucidate the unconscious desire and
complex of Korean cinema in the formation of its self-identity, by virtue
of investigating the ways Korean film criticism received and modified Italian
‘neorealism’ in two different periods—the 1950s and 1960s.

The main threads of my argument are that 'Korean Realism' in the late

1950s, coined by Korean film critics who imagined Italian neorealism as an
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ideal model for the sake of globalizing Korean cinema, advanced to neither
the creation of film in practice nor the realm of film aesthetics, and, in the
1960s when modernist cinematic experiments and various "new waves' of
film burgeoned forth, that their tendency to put too much emphasis on
directors' spirit and their artistic expressions lead them to recognize the
neorealist aesthetics in refracted ways such as the extension of the concept
of reality and the overcoming of realism: Fellini and Antonioni.

The penchant of critics for defining the their modernist traits in view of
the extensions of neorealism, brought forth the ambivalent characterization
of neorealism in the realist discourse of Korean film criticism: it originated
from the drive to show Italian reality as it was and at the same time
‘transcending the reality.' I would like to contend that Lee Young-il’s
‘Controversy over the Transcendence and Overcoming of Realism (realism
choguk-ron), one of the most authoritative critical interventions in Korean

cinema in the 1960s, was also implicitly permeated with this ambivalence.

Key Words
realism, neorealism, Korean Realism, Yi Young-il, Korean cinema, film criticism, auterist

film, modernism, art cinema, global/local
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