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Abstract

Study on Film Spectatorship in Korea
during the Period of Moving Picture (1903-1919):
On Adaptation of “Ttakchibon” Novels and Imported Films

Lee, Soon-Jin

This work examines film spectatorship in Korea of “moving picture
period,” ie., from 1903 through to 1919, by focusing on adapted
“Ttakchibon” novels and imported films. This period refers to the times
when no domestic Korean films were produced but only the imported films
were shown in Korea instead. The lack of indigenous film production led
film critics to label this period as “the period of film viewing (by Im Hwa) ”
or “the period of imported films” (by Yi Youngil). This era can be broken
into two phases with the year 1910 marking the dividing line. Whereas
documentary short films usually in the length of 5 to 10 minutes comprised
the earlier stage, the serial films including short narrative films were
dominant venues in film exhibition in the later period.

During the early stage, films provided an opportunity for film viewers
to experience traveling and exploring outside world in alternative manner.
Watching film meant for Chosun people to undergo very unique perceptual
experience and know the world caught in the imperial-colonial relationship

and connection.  According to the eatliest historical records of film
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exhibition. i.e., articles in Hwangsong Sinmun of 1903, what film audience
saw on screen was ‘living cities of Western countries and Chosun, ”"and fine
scenery of theaters.”

Yet, even though cinematic apparatus offered “photographic objectivity,”
moving picture was not the only channel through which Chos in people
perceived and understood the outside world. Chos 0n Koreans were already
familiarizing with the Western world through narratives of adopted novels.
Furthermore, newspapers frequently featured reports on the West for readers.
Hence, toward the end of “moving picture” period, Chos (i Koreans were
increasingly accepting cinema as the cultural medium for fictional narratives
rather than mere records of outside reality. My arguement is that the
popularization of adopted novels played a crucial role to this transition.
PyOnsa, Korean film commentator, helped film audience to familiarize with
the narrative-driven cinema. For instance, such adopted novels as The Beauty
of Aviation and Myngg im , latter of which is based on the American serial
shorts The Broken Coin, illustrate the multiple and complex characters of the

popular narratives of the era.
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