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Abstract

Broadcasted dramas in the 50s - the start of full-blown drama series

Lee, Young-Mee

The purpose of this paper is to view broadcasted dramas in the 50s on
the whole. The broadcasted drama is a rather overlooked subject despite its
long history and importance, and this paper seems to be the first of its kind
to take a serious look into it in the period. It is written to lay a groundwork
for further research by overviewing TV & mainly Radio dramas in the 50s.
Based on Broadcasting annals and broadcasting companies's records, I will
sum up facts on broadcasted dramas and overview drama series' trends
through drama synopses printed in magazines and through published drama
scripts and scenarios based on them.

Due to the Korean War, the broadcasting in the 50s was limping for
three years and when the cease-fire agreement was signed, it could finally
offer various programs, coming out of wartime system. In 1954, the first
private broadcasting company CBS opened and two years later, the second
branch of the national channel, KBS 2 sent its first signals. The establishment
of the KBS 2 which specialized in the broadcasting to North Koreans and
overseas Koreans helped the existing KBS 1 focusing on putting out more
diverse programs for local audiences. The same year, 1956, BLUE THREAD,
RED THREAD went into the air, opening the era of full-blown drama series.

Radio dramas in this period fell into two categories: Original dramas and

adapted ones. The original dramas are one-episode dramas, weekly dramas
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which aired once a week, daily dramas which aired 6 episodes a week, music
dramas, comedies, etc.. The adaptations are dramas based on traditional Korean
operas, dramatized classics, dramas developed from listeners' stories, etc.. In
1956, the first TV station opened as well, the start of elementary TV dramas
which were no more than theatre performances brought into the TV studio.

Compared to one-episode dramas, drama series were more prone to
popularity and formed a tendency of being produced to meet their audiences'
tastes. When it's said the era of drama series was kicked off this period,
that means dramas which centered on love stories set in contemporary Korea
were produced in earnest. Drama series set in sumptuous big cities such as
BLUE THREAD, RED THREAD reflected the desire of Korean public who
expressed their enthusiasm about big cities. Meanwhile, Shin-pa structure
which prevailed among popular dramas in the previous period appeared in
variations such as war widows, impotent men, women from countries, etc..
Some elements of Shin-pa, however, remained but compared to popular
theatre and film, Shin-pa influences in drama series were weakened
significantly. It seems to be something to do with facts that broadcasting
in the 50s was enjoyed mainly by affluent people living in big cities and
was a public one led by the government not the private sector. It means
that both producers and audiences thought broadcasting should be more
sophisticated, and compared to other pop cultures should be differentiated
from popular Shin-pa tendency which was born under the Japanese rule and

delved into grassroots' hearts by this period.

Key Words
broadcasted drama, drama series, BLUE THREAD, RED THREAD, Shin-pa
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