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2001.

John. G. Cawelti, Adventure, Mystery, and Romance, The University of Chicago, 1976. A whole series of fantasy literature, so-called Fantasy novels, are being
actively written enjoying popularity, despite the criticism that they belong
to a problematic genre riding on the negative influence of the multi media.
There are many factors in this phenomenon, including the rising penetration
of cyber mediums such as the Internet and personal communication services,
in addition to the propagation of story writing using computers. First of
all, it's because the new generation chooses, changes and reproduces the
western fantastic images which became familiar thanks to movies, animations
and computer-based games. From this standpoint, the purpose of this paper
is to analyze the ideology of fantasy novels and look into the new
generation's desires and needs.

Dragon-Raja, written by Lee young-do, established the pattern of
characters, events, a world view, in addition to illustrating the strong
contrast between the expanding human civilization and the relative decline
of fantastic creatures, who are the Others. It projects attractive western
images onto a fictional world while depicting the historical process like
something so simple as the shift from the feudal society to the absolute

monarchy and then modern society. Further, it internalizes an illusion that
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this process is a normal course of history. This shows that if the readers
of famtasy novels want to imagine the past which reflects their real desire,
they should point to a specific historical time-the modern age. The past, which
is described on fantasy novels as the present, is our modern age.

In other words, Dragon-Raja won from the readers the empathy to the
past, thereby becoming a model of fantasy novels because it has succeeded
in describing the past as was desired by the readers. However, this model
can be problematic in that it approves modern imperialism in a distorted
way while giving an impression of denying it. The desire for the modern
age exposes the conflicting feelings such as the longing for a powerful nation
and doubt over its oppressive system; disapproval of conventional heroes
while calling for ordinary people to take their places. The Fantasy novels
expand the boundary of reality into cyber-reality, bringing the contradictions

into the cyberspace at the same time.

Key Words
Fantasy literature, Cyber literature, Fantasy novels, Dragon-Raja, Lee young-do, Ideology,

The modern age, Rationality, Imperialism.
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