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Abstract

The Popular Arts Appropriated for the Classrooms in the Junior
or Senior High School

- Science Fiction as A Concrete Case Approached through Futurology

Park, Sung-Bong

The aim of this paper is to approach the popular arts as a part of
curriculum in the junior or senior high school. It is a common sense that
the popular arts have been an important part of youth's daily life. But the
classrooms in the junior or senior high school have not shown very much
interest in them. So this paper attempts to intervene in the gap between
life and education of youth from a practical angle. Since some time ago,
the emphasis has been given to cultural contents to a great extent. As an
essential case of it the cultural educational contents are important as much.
The question is how the massive cultural products of the popular arts can
be appropriated for the classrooms in the junior or senior high school with
a view to the pedagogical efficiency. This paper pays attention to the science
fiction at the first place. Richard L. McKinney's book Science Fiction as
Futurolog was the direct inspiration. His book approaches the science fiction
from the futurological point of view. The revolutionary changes in
technology in the present time have been so thoroughgoing that the

futurological education in the junior and senior high school is crucial for the
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students to handle their present and future. In this context the 30-years old
book is still effective because the science fiction deals with the future as a
matter of fact. The author revises McKinney's book into a school text for
the school teachers who try to secure the interest of the students at the
same time as to widen their perspective of life and future. Positively, the
students are already well-accustomed to the science fiction experience by way
of mostly films and games. What is worth emphasizing here is that the
center of balance of the paper is not only put on the futurology but on
the science fiction itself. What is more, for the teachers who have an interest
in other genres of youth-oriented popular literature beside science fiction this
paper may function as a seed of idea on how to plan the lectures. In a word,
pivotal to the paper is the search for a solution to the problem concerning

filling the gap between the classroom and daily life of youth outside the

classroom.

Key Words
the popular arts, science fiction, futurology, the cultural, and educational contents for

the classrooms in the junior or senior high school
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