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Abstract

Apres-girls in Newspaper Novels of the 1950's

Choi, Mi-Jin

This paper aims at studying newspaper novels published in the 1950s to
see how the apres-girl of the time was named and reproduced. The naming
of an apres-girl or apres became pronounced after the late 1950s. During
the Korean War period, the name was "apres-guerre" as in the title of Choi
Tae-eung's novel Apres-guerre, while the term referred to men and women
who seek luxury and pleasure in the middle of the War. A Star in Paradise
Lost and White Morning and Black Morning published after the mid-1950s
used both "Apres" or "Apres-girl." The terms of "Apres-girl', "Apres",
"Apres-guerre” and "modern women" were used altogether, which means
those terms generally represent a specific propensity that post-war women
had.

Most of the women called or categorized as "Apres" were reproduced as
negative women straying away from traditional female gender ideology.
Prostitutes patronized by foreigners and women of leisure during the Korean
War period as well as manageresses of tearooms and dance halls during
the post-war period were negatively represented as mentally and physically
ruined women. Yet, prostitutes in the Korean War period were described
as women of vanity but, at the same time, as gentle women with self-esteem,

while college women, a typical apres-girl of the post-war period, were
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reproduced as women with dual image of virtue and vice because of their
unique liveliness and openness. It can be said that the traditional female
gender ideology served as a dominant discourse which confers a negative
image on these women.

Lastly, the women named or categorized as apres in the newspaper novels
of the 1950s came to have more negative image in comparison to women
with an opposite image. The opposing women showed the traditional concept
of women who are innocent, pure, submissive and dedicated. The negative
image of apres-gitls would mostly end up with a victory of traditional
women. This reflects both the characteristics of the dominant discourse of
the time which tried to use apres-girls as a means to control social
regulations and the compromising attitude of the newspaper novels which

conformed to the discourse.

Key Words

1950's, Korean War, post-war society, newspaper novel, Choi Tae-eung, Jeong Bi-seok,
Kim Nae-seong, Jang Deok-jo, Apres-guerre, Women's Front, A Star in Paradise Lost, White
Morning and Black Morning, Apres-gitl, Apres, apres-guerre, avant guerre, modern women,
prostitutes patronized by foreigners, women of leisure, madam freedom, prostitutes,

college women, manageress, gender ideology
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