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Abstract

A Study on Troubles in North Korean Popular Films

Seo, Kok-Sook

In the subject of no trouble theory -aesthetics has persisted that North
Korean films should have no negative characters, no trouble and should
describe struggles between the new and the old. I want to study which
method characters' troubles are represented by in North Korean films related
to the no trouble theory. The subject of research are the debate scenes and
the reflection scene in the latter half of Troubles in my Home series. The
method of research is the space and speech theory of Bakhtin. So I want
consider how #he characters' troubles are represented by the types of
characters, spaces and voices in #his series.

The distinctive trait of characters in the Troubles in my Home series is that
the protagonists represent the desire of an individual to be a trouble maker,
while the antagonists represent collective criterion as the logical character.
The protagonist and antagonists roles are reversed and therefore the
protagonists' personality is very complex. In the Troubles in my Home seties
the real protagonists are questionable, and troublesome characters, who and
lose. While the ideal antagonists are typical, and moral, desirable but they
win. So on one hand Troubles in my Home series criticize and satirize the effects
of a trouble maker by the real protagonist's losing and the ideal antagonist's

winning. On the other hand, they reveal the problems of North Korea that



the ideal oppresses the reality, the criterion oppresses the desire, and
collective oppresses an individual.

Formally the debate scenes of Troubles in my Home series admire wealth
of North Korea but informally they reveal poverty of North Korea, so they
show the conflict between formal culture and informal culture. And these
conflicts are expressed by the conflicts between the real character and the
ideal character. Although it had always happened in particular( or very
detailed) spaces. The entrance of a doorsill, stairs and a passage, means a
conflict, intervention, a limit, the space of a crisis representing in a boundary
and a sudden change. And a square--the living room and street signify a
square mean a crash that blends deprivation, shift, renewal as well as a
weak laugh. Because the informal space is invaded and the formal space
becomes anonymous which is why the space reversed. So Troubles in my
Home series criticize the oppressed of the collective and reveal the original
nature, the desire and release of an individual by overhearing and exposure
within a doorsill and a square.

In the reflection scene of Troubles in my Home series a postmaster's
voice-over is the other's voice and indirect speech, 7 represents the doctrinaire
and formal discourse. By showing the protagonist's face vidually and by
listening the postmaster's voice-over, the reflection scene reveals tension,
interaction and conflict between doctrinaire voice and the popular voice that
happens inside the protagonist. So an open dispute by collective criticism
is converted to a secret dispute by the reflection of the protagonist.

In the subject of no trouble theory -aesthetics, the characters' conflicts
in the North Korean films Troubles in my Home series are revealed indirectly
through the character type that is the real and questionable protagonist, by
the crash that happens in detailed spaces like the doorsill and a square. The
double voices that represent the other's voice-over and the protagonist's face.
In conclusion, the Troubles in my Home series show a weak laugh that rejects

doctrinaire seriousness by dualism--comedy/tragedy, as well as affirmative

256 iISAALAT A18E

action and negative action.
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