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Abstract

A Study of the Advent of Radio and Phonograph and Changes

in the Music Culture of the Japanese Colonial Period

Zhang, Eu-jeong

This paper examined how music culture changed with the advent of the
mass media of the phonograph and radio. The influence that mass media
such as radio and the phonograph had on the formation of and changes in
modern Korean music culture was enormous. The problem, though, is that
the period in which modern music culture was formed coincided with the
Japanese colonial period. Up until now, the music culture of this period has
been frequently explained in relation with the colonial situation.

But the reality of this period was far too complex and varied to be
understood in such a simple way. The public domain that arose around the
mass media of the colonial period was not simply a matter of the ruling
powers exerting economic control and political pressure on the colonial
populace. Rather, it would be closer to the truth to say that it was a space
in which a complex and subtle hegemony between the ruling powers and
the colonial populace functioned dynamically. Holding to this point of view,
this paper examined the advent of the mass media of Japanese radio
broadcasts and phonograph records, as well as the changes in the music
culture and the public domain that these media brought about.

Radio broadcasts and phonograph records operated as an important factor

286 TIFAAIRIT All8E

in changing modern music culture, and the specifics of this are as follows.
Firstly, the advent of mass media made possible the emergence of new
musical styles and popular stars. Popular songs in the truest sense of the
word were created in the process of searching for songs that could meet
the demands of phonograph records in terms of their limited playing time,
and so-called popular stars were born as the music of singers during this
period could spread over a wide area in a short period of time through
phonograph records and radio broadcasts. Next, radio broadcasts and
phonograph records had a great influence on the establishment of
communities of people with similar tastes. It was possible to clearly see
people with similar musical tastes form bonds of sympathy and solidarity

and create these communities.

Key Words

mass media, music culture, radio, phonograph, public domain

* 9] =EL2 20074 10 19Y¥9 E1Fo], 11¥ 21Y XA} 28 F 11¥Y 23Y

AA7F A= A5



