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Abstract

A Study on Adaptation in <A drifting story (Pyolyudo)>

Lee, Gilsung

This essay examines the adaptation of <A Dirifting Story> (Kwon
Young-soon, 1960) and the significant points which bring about the changes
in the process of its adaptation. It is suggested that there are two very
different points in this film as compared with its original novel. First, a
courtroom scene is put in the introductory part. And it is transformed into
the long flashback unfolding how the heroine ends up with murder. Second,
she is married to SangHyun but dies of her illness in the end.

These changes in the process of adaptation come from adoption of the
melodramatic convention at that time. The introduction of the courtroom
scene and the following flashback scene are popular in the dramatic
composition of the so-called crime melodrama in the late 50’s. The change
of its ending, too, follows the melodramatic convention. Its commercial
interests are also considered as the director and adaptor admitted. The film
ends with heroin’s death just as love relations between protagonists fall apart
in most melodramas concerning with widows.

The point of the change shows the adapted characteristics emerging from
the melodramatic aspects in those days accompanied with commercial
interests. However, owing to its pressure of the original novel and

expectation of receiving a prize at the film festival, the film is unable to

384 TITAARIT AlsE

do its perfect transformation into the commercial feature. As a consequence,
the film has heterogeneous aspects in general. These characteristics of the
film arouse discord with narration and dialogues adapted from its original
novel and melodramatic nature throughout the film. In addition, the film
lacks coherence in the scenes added through adaptation and the protagonist’s
attitude in the long flashback which is faithful to the original novel

Furthermore, the sudden death of the heroine in the ending part of the
film mostly damages its inner unity and it reveals the ethics inherent in
the melodrama portraying widowers at that period. It is well uncovered when
we compare this film to a contemporary feature, <Mother and Her Guest>.
As the social values at that period when the modern ethics and feudal ethics
confront each other impose the aesthetic value on heroine’s chastity, it
combines with conservative popularity.

At these points, <A Drifting Story> makes us examine the characteristics
of the melodrama at that period through the points of change in adaptation
and becomes an interesting text showing gazes upon women and especially

widowers appeared in the contemporary melodramas.

Key Words

Widower, Melodrama, Crime melodrama, Adaptation, Courtroom Drama
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