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Abstract

Women’s Magazine Yeowon in the 1950s

and the Birth of ‘Housewife as an Institution’

Kim, Hyun-Ju

While focusing on Yeowon, a women’s mass-magazine in the 1950s, this
paper is aimed at examining the formation process of the “housewife as an
institution” and the significance of the “hyeonmo-yangcheo” (a wise mother
and good wife) ideology backing up the system. The study found that the
hyeonmo-yangcheo ideology in the 1950s was remade according to the anew
idea of Liberal Democracy and was playing a role in reorganizing disbanded
families and reestablishing and reproducing the gender relations of the
society. In other words, the discourse about the maternity, which served as
one of the internal principles that enabled the hyeonmo-yangcheo ideology
to work, was constituting the “great maternity” with knowledge, virtue and
health along with the birth of the “housewife as an institution” based on
the private area. And the discourse about the good wife, which was the other
internal principle, was demanding that the women of the era become
“competent wives” who is intellectual enough to fulfill social activities and
at the same time manage the household reasonably and serve as the object
of sexual pleasure in bed. On the other hand, the magazine firmed up the
discourses about the housewives by excluding those who do not belong to

the hyeonmo-yangcheo ideology in the hierarchical order. So it was
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establishing the sanctification of the family and trying to expand the
autonomous rights of women.

This housewife discourse came under intervention and control in the late
1950s. This intervention and control was going on in the direction of
gradually limiting the autonomous rights of women in the private area. But
it means that women’s roles in the discourse about housewife in the 1950s
kept expanding the autonomous rights of women and were not confined to

the area of emotion or the supporter of men.

Key Words
women’s magazine, Yeowon, housewife as an institution, “hyeonmo-yangcheo” (a wise

mother and good wife), maternity, good wife, private area
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