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Abstract

A Woman in Kimono

- Cultural Cross-dressing in the Late Colonial Korea -
Lee, Hwa-Jin (Kyoto University, Visiting Scholar)

This article focuses on the cultural cross-dressing as the conventional device which
culturally encodes “naestn ilch'e(Nfis—f8)" in the late colonial Korea, Cultural
cross-dressing was based on the physical similarities between Korean and Japanese,
and it was used for visualizing their intimate relationships such as friendship,
romance, and marriage. It examines the homosocial bond embedded in cultural
cross-dressing, and analyzes the contact frames between the fantasy of intimacy and
the colonial reality, to further consider the colonial anxiety over ethnic-passing and
assimilation,

(Key Word : chosonbok(gR#iR), kimono(7&4), cultural cross-dressing, naeson
ilch’e(f%—g8), intimate relationship, gift exchange, homosocial

bond, theatricality, romance between Japanese and Korean,

friendship, passing, assimilation)
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