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How are people from different cultures, different backgrounds, with different
languages, different religious beliefs, produced by different and highly uneven
histories, but who find themselves either directly connected because they've got
to make a life together in the same place, or digitally connected because
they occupy the same symbolic worlds - how are they to make some sort
of common life together without retreating into warring tribes, eating one
another, or insisting that other people must look exactly like you, behave

exactly like you, think exactly like you?2)
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1) Robin Cohen & Olivia Sheringham, Encountering Difference, Polity Press, 2016,
2) Stuart Hall, “Living with difference: Stuart Hall in conversation with Bill Schwarz’,
Soundings: A Journal of Politics and Culture 37, 2007, pp.150~151.
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Abstract

Encountering Difference in Popular Narrative

- Robin Cohen & Olivia Sheringham's Encountering Difference
Choe, Yeong-Seok(Yonsei University)

This study discusses Robin Cohen and Olivia Sheringham's book Encountering
Difference, which explores ways to avoid conflicts between states and religions and
encourage coexistence regardless of differences. The diaspora concept notes the
possibility of escaping from existing identities, but it also has limits regarding
attribution and regression. Cohen and Sheringham attempt to overcome the
limitations of existing diaspora discussions by introducing the concept of creolization,
which is a sense of 'now and here' and makes a creative transformation, unlike the
diaspora concept, which is based in the past. Creolization is not only consolidating
or separating conflicting identities, but also respecting differences and creating new
alternatives, When the diaspora and creolization concepts are at the center of

theoretical explorations, an alternative to identity conflicts can be created.

(Key Words: differences, coexistence, social identity, diaspora, creolization)
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