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Abstract

A Study on the Readers and Publication Strategies of the 1980's Paperback Romance

—Focusing on the Concept of ‘High-teen'5)

Son, Jin-Won(Korea University)

This paper looks at the readers and publishing strategies of paperback romance
novels in the the 1980s based on the ‘high-teen’ concept, The purpose of this article
is to examine the meaning the ‘high-teen’ concepts as expressed in the media through
the publication of paperback romance series in the 1980s. Among paperback romance
series, this paper was based on pirated/licensed version of novels published by
Harlequin, a Canadian publisher, and the magazine media’s advertising promotional
phrases that were published targeting the same readers.

Since the 1970s, mass media have referred to teenagers as high-teens and called
them important consumers, High-teen was a term referring to teenagers in school
uniforms, mostly girls, and in the 1980s, ‘high-teen’ was also introduced as a new
consumer market, and the publishing market put forward a number of publishing
strategies to attract them. The paperback romance, including ¢<high-teen romance),
has identified ‘high-teen’ readers as late-teen girls, sensitive consumers for
best-sellers/million-sellers, readers with a tendency to read stories of love, and
readers that favor American and Western culture,

Since the 1980s, the market for paperback romance has been in the recession, but
readers have kept the romance genre alive by accepting and localizing the Harlequin
series, With the rise of a new form of media called the ‘Web Novel', interest in the
romance genre is increasing, and we hope this study will serve as a starting point

for a variety of discussions with (women) readers about romance reading/enjoyment.

(Keywords: high-teen, romance, publishing strategy, Harlequin, teenager,
paperback, web novel)
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