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23) Rosalind Coward, Female Desire: How they are sought, bought, and packaged, New
York: Grove Press, 1984, pp.10-14.
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25) Tania Modleski, ZLoving with a Vengeance: Mass Produced Fantasies tor Women, New
York: Rouledge, 1982, p.34; Rosalind Coward, Female Desire: How they are souglit,
bought and packaged, New York: Grove Press, 1984, pp.10-14.
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26) Tania Modleski, ZLoving with a Vengeance: Mass Produced Fantasies tor Women, New
York: Rouledge, 1982, pp.45-49.
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University of North Carolina Press, 2009.
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Abstract

Reader-Response Criticism about the Functional relation of Romance,
Women and Patriarchy
—Based on Janice A. Radway's Reading the Romance: Women, Patriarchy

and Popular Literature

Lee, Jung-Oak(Sookmyung Women’s University)

This paper examined the meaning and task of romance research with a focus on
Reading the Romance(1984) by Janice A, Radway. This book, which analyzes romance
texts by examining the situation and meaning of reading romance by women readers
integrating between cultural studies and literary studies, is one of the most popular
studies on the romance genre,

Radway scrutinized the practical significance of reading romance in a community
of women readers, Through a study involving questionnaires and in-depth interviews,
she found that for women, romance reading is a ‘compensatory fiction’ that brings
happiness and emotional redemption through a sense of liberation achieved by
escaping from patriarchal daily life. The romance that women prefer is composed of
4 stages and 13 divisions: ‘Encounter — Attest — Recovery — Happy End’. It also
maintains a formula that begins with an immature female character’s identity crisis
and ends with a blisstul union that recognizes the intrinsic value of the main
character, who has turned into a man who is considerate of the women, Therefore,
romance plays the role of pursuit of the female utopian fantasy’ and at the same time
a reconciliation of women to patriarchy.

Feminist critics of the day criticized this argument. However, reading romance is
a ‘feminine reading, and romance is literature about the functional relationship
between women’s lives and patriarchy. Yet the interpretation could differ depending
on the different viewpoints and definitions of the women’s utopian fantasy.

In recent years, the conditions of female reader’s lives, awareness and imagination
have been changing rapidly. As a result, the female utopian fantasy has also changed

significantly, Nevertheless, women’s lives in the real patriarchal system are still
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contradictory, and their adventurous imagination is spreading in alternative spaces
such as the subculture, In this regard, the question is about the definition of romance

and the meanings of romance research are still important task.

(Keywords: romance, reading romance, patriarchy, community of women readers, female
utopian fantasy, compensatory fiction, compensatory interchangeability,
patriarchal marriage)
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