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A study on ‘the story of a suffering woman’
in the New-style novels

Kim Kyung-Ae

In Kdrean literary ‘the story of a suffering woman’ appears frequently
as an inner format which functions to construct a discourse, This type of
storytelling can be seen in old narrative tales as well as modern stories
and could be considered as a Korean typical discourse type,

‘The story of a suffering woman’ is, as it were, a story in which the
plot is about a woman suffering from ordeals, From the nature of the
word ‘suffering’, this kind of stories have presumption of a certain pas-
siveness, The woman in a suffering story should suffer from certain
ordeals regardless of her willingness and she becomes happy or unhappy
through some kind of life way. And the thing matters in the stories is
that what kind of a ordeal it is and how it is overcome, In the light of
these facts, examination of the nature and overcoming of a ordeal is
important to approach the logic in the literary works.

This paper has the purpose to analyze structures of the suffering—
woman stories in the New-style novels so that the norms of the day
could be examined, which made the stories pro®iced, In examining the
nature of an ordeal and the suffering woman’s reacting types, the nature
of an ordeal has little to do with the nature of a female character in a
suffering-woman story, This fact is related with the fact that a woman is
a person of passive nature, Since they are of passive nature, in case of a

happy ending, there should exist a supporter or a helper(mostly male).
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This fact could result from the social context that a woman is to be
happy by a man or men,

In examining the procedure and rules of a ordeal—solving, in most suf-
fering—woman stories the dominant ideology is ‘encouraging good and
punishing evil’, In examining the concepts of good and evil in terms of
conflicting elements in the stories, good is less clearer to readers than
evil, and the evil appears as a thing of basic human nature, unenlight-
enedness, chaotic social status, lost morality, etc,,

In the light of these facts, in approaching the dominant ideology of the
stories, they disregard the historical contexts or backgrounds so that they
could lead one to resign himself to his fate, This is the very fact of the
limited plot of suffering—woman stories in the New—style novels,

This study is restricted in the suffering—woman stories in the New—
style novels, though, the stories are typical traditional Korean literary
works so that they are crucial texts and the synchronical and diachronical
examination is an important to analyze Korean cultural, social contexts

in literary history,



