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“We got tallking and met up one night in the backroom of a small
restaurant, She entrusted to me the story of her life—a heartrending
one. Her torment, narrated in simple, tragic terms, This woman had
been one of the hundreds of thousands enrolled by the Japanese to
become prostitutes at the service of the Imperial Army during the
Second World War, Korea’ s long history is strewn with suffering, wars
and invasions; but this woman'’s story —told so openly— was monstrous
to the point that I asked her to stop. I feared that she might unveil mis-
ery that was simply too intimate, to me — a stranger and a foreigner,
At the break of day, as the first noises of dawn were heared in Seoul,
this old woman took off her dress to show me her body. A splendid
one, refined by the years but covered in shameful scars, made by ciga-
rettes or sabers.”
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‘T’ai pleuré les larmes retenues depuis tant d’annés, celles qui jamais
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n’avaient voulu couler, J’ai pleuré mon desespoir, mon impuissance
plus que la disparition de ma fille. J' ai maudit les hommes qui avaient
fauché ma vie 4 ’aube de ses premiers bourgeon, ces mées hommes
qui avaient réuit mon peuple en esclavage, avili des milliers de

femmes, massacré autant d’hommes et d’enfants " (pp.487~8)
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“J’attends ce jour ou enfin, je serai liberee de ce cauchemar . ”(p,491)
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“Mais I’auteur veut tout dire, et le discours ne cesse de déorder le
réit. Ainsi que 1’ exige la tradition, nous nous sommes prosterné trois
fois... (p.20), n’avaient—elles pas eu autrefois les pieds band¢ en forme
de boutons de lotus (p.106), la petite effaré qui déarque a Shanghai
nous raconte tout de la guerre et des mentalité des Occidentaux

(pp.155 ~ 23L.)
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Abstract

The Imperialism and A Comfort woman'’s life
in Les orchidés rouges de Shanghai

Park, Young—Hai

This novel is intended to be a highly documented testimony on the
suffering of thousands of women who was dragged off to the front, to
serve in mobile or fixed brothels, The Heroine, Sangmi, in one of
these women whose lives are ruined, sometimes even before their
teens: who were taken at the school gates, women and who were
shunned by a prudish and Confucian Asia after the war, The novel
traces the steps of one of these women through Asia, put to fire and
the sword during the triumphant Japanese invasion, A tale of love and
friendship between the lines in a story of horror: a pure account of two
people caught up in a torment that is not theirs, I think it's incidents
like this — that bring human beings together irrespective of nationality
or race — that helped my heroine, Sangmi, to survive, She also sur-
vived thanks to her hope of finding her father, The education of
American Protestant missionaries and her natural gift for languages
permitted her to escape her fate for a time by becoming an interpreter,
The heroine follow till the present day her hatred of Japan, the country
which is still reluctant to assume its responsibility for the inhuman and
cruel treatment of these comfort women_ She takes part in NGO move-

ments for comfort women issues,



