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Abstract

Evaluation of Female Intellectuals by their Contemporary Male

Intellectuals in Josun Dynasty
: Focusing on the Case of Im Youn-ji-dang

Kim, Kyung—Mi

This essay aims to examine how Im Youn-ji-dang, a female
intellectual in Josun Dynasty, was evaluated by her contemporary
male intellectuals and then to follow the changes in the evaluation
of female intellectuals. Im Youn-ji-dang seemed a highly
remarkable person because she studied and wrote about the theory
of Neo-Confucianism, a topic considered unapproachable by
females.

What is more surprising is that her works were not despised but
highly praised by her contemporary male intellectuals. The
Neo-Confucianists, such as Park Youn—one and You Han-jun, did
not consider her works simply an imitation of her brother, Im
Sung-ju, one of the famous Neo—Confucianist scholars. They
seriously believed her works to be worthy of preserving. These
positive evaluations of the works of Im Youn-ji-dang became the
meaningful grounds for esteeming the worksofKangJung-il-dang.

The male intellectuals’ high estimation of the works of Im
Youn-ji—dang was based on three logical grounds. First, her works
were considered precise and logical, which was a high achievement.
Second, Confucian [fLF] and Zhu Xi [4E] also acknowledged

women’s thoughts and writings. Finally, the achievement of Im
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Youn-ji-dang was better than the achievements of women whom
Confucian and Zhu Xi had evaluated highly. The acknowledgement
of Im Youn-ji-dang had a good effect on the works of Kang
Jung-il-dang. It is highly significant that the case of Im
Youn-ji-dang highlighted the process of maturing from the
acknowledgement of a woman’s excellent scholarship to the
acknowledgement of women’s scholarship, and this relates to
Chinese female scholars, such as Mok-kang [#23%] and Bum-nyeo

[Fail.

Key words : Im Youn—ji-dang, Kang Jung-i—dang, Mok—kang [#83], Bumrnyeo [(t%],

male intellectual, female intellectual
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