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Postmodern Condition in Feminism

Son, Youkyung

Being critical of the fact that the 1990s was experienced differently depending on the in-
dividual, this study traces the attempts and achievements of various actors in 1992, which
was a year of dramatic quantitative expansion of postmodern discourses. As postmodern
controversy peaked in 1992, the non-mainstream groups of academia and literary circles
seemed to have found an unprecedented opportunity to voice their opinions. However, as
claimed by Jang Jeong-il that “even copying comes in different levels,” postmodern theo-
ries of literature and art were swept up in controversy, and literary circles solidified their
authority. Given the strong hegemony of literary critics, the postmodern philosophy of
French feminism was seen as no more than an imported good that threatened literature
of women’s liberation, resulting in an anamorphic concept of modernism known as post-
modern theory of women’s liberation. Amid the limited standard and breadth of postmod-
ern discourses, feminists outside literary circles were the ones who opened a new window
to a possible theoretical alliance between postmodernism and feminism. Like-minded
individuals came together in the 1990s to form Alternative Culture (Ttomoon), which
utilized its own capital and technology for the planning, editing, printing and publishing

of magazines. Working against postmodern conditions such as the collapse of non-main-
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stream writers and reproduction of hegemony of critics, they visualized the “mainstream
complex” of existing academia and literary circles, and developed radical content for
next-generation feminists. At the same time, Ttomoon examined postcolonial feminism
based on epistemological privilege of the periphery, thereby seeking a series of solutions
to ethnic and women’s issues. Looking at 1992 alone, it is evident that the list of what we
associate with the 1990s is highly limited. This period was not perceived as a depressing
time of “collective collapse” in the eyes of non-mainstream writers such as Lee Seong-uk

and Jang Jeong-il, and feminists outside literary circles who were members of Ttomoon.

Key words: Literature in 1990s, Postmodernism, Feminism, Literature of Women’s Lib-
eration, Postmodern Theory of Women’s Liberation, Modernism, Postmodern Condition,

Ttomoon, Postcolonial Feminism, Lee Seong-uk, Jang Jeong-il

E =220 20204 7¢ 2390 F4E o] 2020 7€ 29U E 89 19474 AA 9] AALE AH
20204 8¢ 23U A7 FHFH A

416



