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Abstract

Feminist SF’s Imagination for ‘Disabled Body’

—On Kim Bo-young’s novels

Heo Yoon

Robots and Artificial Intelligence were expected to free humans from labor. However, labor
and its income were the main channels of citizenship in modern society, and workers with
bodies that could work were divided into those who could exercise their citizenship, and

disabled-queer-women, named ‘unworkable bodies’, were not eligible for citizenship. The
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expectation that the development of science and technology will improve non-disabled cen-
tralism has proved impossible, as seen in the discussion of transhumanism. This is because
the judgment on disability consists of social things, not whether they can actually work.

SF writer Kim Bo-young’s novel reproduces a society that uses competitiveism as a norm,
based on this non-disabled centralism. He dismantles the dichotomous order of disabili-
ty-non-disabled, female-male, queer-rationalists, and twists the linear time view of pro-
gress made by Korean society. The imagination of this reverse evolution parodies the gov-
ernance that defines beings excluded as ‘unworkable bodies’. If there is posthuman power
beyond modernity, posthumanism reproduced by Kim Bo-young is not a transhuman but a

non-forehuman imagination.

Key words: disability, ablism, posthumanism, Kim Bo-young, SF novels
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