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Abstract

Posthumanism and Disability in Kim Cho-yeop’s Novels

Kim Younjung

In an attempt to examine the ethics of posthumanism, this article explores the science fic-
tion novels of Cho-yeop Kim, which demonstrate an expansive thinking on disability, while
also considering the practical resistance and subversiveness of the posthuman subject.

Chapter 2 analyzes works that raise questions about the development of science and
technology that advance transhumanist values. The application of science and technology
to the elimination of disability through correction and treatment excludes the possibility of
the disabled person’s specific and intentional life. Cho-yeop Kim’s science fiction writing
emphasizes that raising the possibility of being able to choose one’s own life and prevent-
ing one from being deprived of the opportunity to prove one’s own dignity must become
the direction and purpose of scientific and technological development that respects the
lives of people with disabilities.

Chapter 3 examines the real-world praxis of people with disabilities, which includes
deconstructing the normative concept of “human” as a form of resistance to non-disabil-
ity-centrism and revealing the contradictions that derive from the perspective that takes
the abilities of non-disabled people as a standard norm. Cho-yeop Kim’s novels represent
the hybridity of the post-human subject by deconstructing the taken-for-grantedness of
the body and transforming it into a technologically mediated body. In addition, by actively
appropriating the term “discomfort,” which is a term of contempt and disgust, the physical
function, which was branded as “disabled,” expands the realm of limited human senses
and can be recognized for its efficiency and functionality as a new communication meth-
od.

106


https://blog.naver.com/acanet2001/222389705130

As mentioned above, Cho-yeop Kim’s works produce ethical meanings by reconcep-
tualizing disability in the post-human era and rearticulating the relationship between high
technology and people with disabilities. In Cho-yeop Kim’s novels, disability is not repre-
sented as something that will disappear through the development of science and technolo-
gy. Moreover, the meaning of disability can be found in the fact that it reveals that if there
has been no transformation in thinking about people with disabilities and disability as a
product of cognitive stigma, then there is clearly no such thing as perfect technology or

the perfect human.

Key words: Post-human, disability, Kim Cho-Yeop, women’s science fiction, post-human-

ism
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