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Abstract

The Radical Narrative of the “Ignorant School Master”
Created by Intersecting Hierarchical Orders

: Kang Kydng-Ae’s Ingan Munje

Bae Sangmi

This paper examines the form of hierarchy in Kang Kyong-Ae’s novel Ingan Munje (Hu-
man Predicament, 1934) by following the approach presented in Caroline Levine’s Forms:
Whole, Rhythm, Hierarchy, Network (2015). This study aims to clarify the how the forms of
hierarchy works that seek to explain the women within the novels collide with each other,
eventually developing into radical politics. Married or pseudo-married women, who have a
different social statuses in the village as a wife of a landlord, a concubine of the landlord,
and a widow of a servant of the landlord, suffer from similar disadvantages under patriar-
chal hierarchy; however, the other hierarchy that exists between them prevents them from
organizing solidarity. The teenage girls destabilize the class hierarchy between them by
using an informal communication style. However, unlike Sonbi and Kannani, Okchém does
not make any solidarity with them to protect her status in Wonso. The solidarity between
Sonbi and Kannani evolves into something that overthrows the previous order. Sonbi cul-
tivates her own intellect and reaches a level of intellectual maturity above that of other
people in the homogenousclass such as ch’6tch’ae. In the end, she suggests a new radical

politics that disrupts the dichotomy of class and gender hierarchy.

Key words: Ingan Munje, Hierarchy, Female figures, Radical Politics, Gender, Class
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