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Abstract

Are Women Visible in Data Societies?

Algorithmic Media and Gender Inequality

Lee Hee-Eun

Popular discourse concerning new technologies and media, such as artificial intelligence,
algorithmic media, and automated media, are focused on technological engineering and
policies. Automated media directed by big data and algorithms, however, is likely to main-
tain or exacerbate —not solve —existing social problems. In particular, in the case of algo-
rithmic media, gender relations are made unequal via systematic efforts to make women
and other social minorities invisible. This paper explores the relationship between artificial
intelligence discourse and inequality to facilitate a discussion on the social value of auto-
mated media. First, I explore the meaning and current state of the so-called “Silicon Valley
worldview” and examine how this discourse has penetrated the media and academia. Sub-
sequently, I explore the cultural collective imaginaries of “autonomy”—which is the core
concept of artificial intelligence discourse. I clarify the ways in which automated media
reinforces social problems such as inequality. I also discuss how automated media exacer-
bates existing gender inequality. The problem of social inequality should be articulated in
the context of the relations connecting human being s and social technology, not purely in

the in the context of algorithmic media technology.
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