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Abstract

)

The “Project” of the Middle-Class Family and the Limits of “Working Moms’
—An Analysis of Park Wanseo's Novel The Beginning of Living Days

Oh Ja-eun

This article hypothesizes that the idea of scientific management began to affect South Ko-
rean family life in the 1980s. Moreover, this article analyzes works of South Korean fiction
from this period that deal with working women and family life from the perspective of
Taylorism. The article primarily focuses on Park Wan-Suh’s novel The Beginning of Living
Days.

Stories of white-collar women with family responsibilities reflect the Taylorization of
middle-class family life and its dramatic effects. On the one hand, in the context of new
technological comforts, it was imperative that middle-class women restrain from becom-
ing “lazy ladies of leisure,” and they are called on to both work outside the house while
also taking responsibility for the housework of cleaning, cooking, and taking care of their
children and parents-in-law. On the other hand, they are often viewed with suspicion be-
cause people do not believe that a working woman can be as good a mother and wife as a
dedicated housewife. Caught in a precarious situation, Cheong-hee. the heroine of The Be-
ginning of Living Days, struggles to deal with her many tasks and obligations by using sys-
tematic time-management and Taylorist procedures. She is both the manager of a Taylorist
system and a worker who is controlled within that system. However, in the end, it is im-
possible to make a perfect family in this way. Alienated from her mechanical, self-effacing
everyday life, which leads to nothing, Cheong-hee decides to leave her family. However,
the ambiguous ending of the novel demonstrates the difficulties and confusion faced by

first generation working moms in South Korean society.

Key Words: Park Wan-suh, The Beginning of Living Days, working mom, middle class, Tay-

lorism, body, machine
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