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Abstract

Reading Hwasando from a Feminist Perspective

¢ Identifying the Starting Point and Confluence of Female Voices

Jang Eunae

Focusing on the consciousness of female characters in Hwasando enables a reconceptual-
ization of the 4-3(Jeju Uprising). This is possible because women’s and men’s conscious-
nesses are in different places. Men monopolize the spheres of perception and expression.
On the other hand, women view the 4-3 from an exceptional and “abnormal” position. In
this context, women feel uncomfortable with the understandings of the 4-3 contained in
the writings of men. Woman’s senses and impressions function as the condition that pro-
duces new ways of exploring and thinking about the 4-3.

Women are alienated from the tangible and intangible resources that are connected
with reality. Therefore, it reconstructs reality in a way that is different from the existing
order. In such a situation, women’s utterances about “history” become distorted and are
subsequently reconstructed using unfamiliar language. The reality of women reveals a new
aspect of the 4-3 by disturbing and threatening the existing order. Therefore, rather iron-
ically, the attempt to reconceptualize the 4-3 through feminism is an avant-garde project
due to the existential weakness of women.

Building on this critical consciousness, Chapter 2 asks why women were removed
from the history of the 4-3. Chapter 3 examines problems with the representations of
women in Hwasando. Finally, Chapter 4 examines how women’s initiative is expressed
in relation to the 4-3. Specifically, this chapter focuses on the three women in Hwasando.

They are Bueoki, a warrior, Lee yoo-won, who is in solidarity with the revolution, and Mun
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nan-seol, who disturbs the concept of male.
In this way, by focusing on the female characters in Hwasando, this essay seeks to

provide a basis for thinking about the 4-3 as a “revolution.”

Key words: Feminism, 4-3(Jeju Uprising), Hwasando, revolution, consciousness (voice), po-

lyphony
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