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Problematizing the “K” Prefix
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Kang Jiyun

Marriage migration narratives first began appearing in contemporary Korean literature in
the latter half of 2000s, and they were understood to be a form of women’s narrative that
was inherited from writers working in the 1990s. These narratives of marriage migration
reflected an increase in migration, which was transforming Korea into a somewhat mul-
ti-racial society. Moreover, it reveals that the issue of migration in Korean society pos-
sessed a distinctly gendered component. This is because the recognition of emigrants as
civilians occurred mainly in the form of recognizing families composed of a Korean native
and foreign spouse. Therefore, it can be deduced that the ideology of familialism conceals
the fact that the responsibility for care work is gradually being shifted to low-wage female
workers from less-developed countries.

In addition, it is worth noting that the novel Kim Jiyoung, born 1982, which was at the
center of the “feminism reboot” phenomenon in South Korea and neighboring countries
such as Japan and China in the mid-2010s, re-popularized a female image free from the
problems of class and race at a time when marriage migration narratives were gradually
losing prominence. This article asserts that the success of Kim Jiyoung, born 1982 reflects
the fact the combined patriarchal and neoliberal system of Korean society, which limits the
social role of women to being consumers and mothers who direct their children’s educa-
tion to maintain the family’s social status, was no longer sustainable due to neoliberalism

losing its hegemonic status.

Key words: Marriage-emigration Narrative, Multi-cultural, “Feminism Reboot”, Good-bye,
Circus, What is Love?, Puy, Thuy, Whatever, There, at Night and a Song of Here, Kim Jiyoung,

Born 1982, Korean Familialism
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