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Re-reading Women’s Bildungsroman from 1960s Korean Literature

Kang Jiyun

This study focuses on several literary works that of 1960s Korean literature that resemble
the characteristics of bildungsroman for women. In an effort to account for the specificities
of female bildungsroman during this era, this article attempts the gendered re-contextu-
alization of the general perception that romantic stories were a genre mainly for female
writers while bildungsroman, a serious literary form of modern art, finally became fully de-
veloped by primarily male writers in 1960s Korean literature. At that time, romantic stories
displayed the characteristics of bildungsroman, which emphasized the autonomy of female
subjects by revealing the interiorities of heroines. However, the fact that the autonomous
interiority of a female subject can actively function as a cultural component does not di-
rectly represent the social progress of women. Rather, it reveals that female writers were
allocated a safe and subordinate site by accepting the dominant order of gender in the
process of nation-state building. Nevertheless, it would be unfair to claim that the popular
patterns of romantic stories at that time were completely blind to the fantasy of female
autonomy. The dramatic dissolution by death, which was common in romantic stories,
can be read as a symptom annihilating the endeavors of female subjects who appeared to

search for the unity of love.

Key Words: 1960s, Bildungsroman, Love Story, Autonomy, Female College Student Novels,

Kang Shin-jae, Shin Hee-soo, Han Mal-sook, Han Moo-sook, Park Soon-nyeo
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